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worked tirelessly on behalf of the Post-
al Service’s customers, employees, 
stakeholders, and the 7 to 8 million 
people whose jobs depend on a healthy 
and robust Postal Service. 

As I worked with my former partner 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, Dr. Tom 
Coburn from Oklahoma, in developing 
comprehensive postal reform legisla-
tion, Pat and his staff were indispen-
sable. We could always rely on the 
PMG and his team to come with little 
notice to a meeting in the Capitol or to 
join a late-night or weekend conference 
call. 

As he would probably admit, Pat also 
took plenty of abuse from some of my 
colleagues here in Congress, from the 
press, and from the public. He knew 
that some of the initiatives he put into 
place during his tenure as Postmaster 
General would be unpopular but stuck 
to his guns because he thought it was 
the right thing to do. Even in recent 
days, he has continued to press for 
what he knows is right and what he 
knows will sustain the Postal Service 
in the years to come. 

Pat Donahoe has graciously shared 
decades of his life with the Postal Serv-
ice and has served the American people 
well. I sincerely thank him for his dedi-
cation, and I deeply appreciate his tire-
less efforts to help the Postal Service 
and our country. While Pat is retiring 
from the Postal Service, his legacy will 
carry on, and the changes he made will 
continue to serve the Postal Service 
and its customers. I wish Pat, his wife 
Janet, their two sons, and their grand-
daughters Charlotte and Lucy all the 
best in the years to come. As we say in 
the Navy when people complete an es-
pecially difficult assignment and sail 
off into the sunrise, ‘‘Fair winds and a 
following sea.’’ 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL STEPHANIE RILEY 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the exceptional service 
and the extraordinary life of Lt. Col. 
Stephanie Riley of Concord, NH. 

Born and raised in Henniker, NH, 
Stephanie graduated from Henniker 
High School in 1984. An excellent stu-
dent, Stephanie attended St. Paul’s ad-
vance studies program the summer be-
fore her senior year and was the val-
edictorian of her high school class. In 
1988, she graduated cum laude from 
Boston College’s School of Nursing and 
in 1989 was commissioned into the U.S. 
Air Force, where she completed a 4- 
month nursing internship at Travis Air 
Force Base in California. Following her 
internship, she was stationed at the 
Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana 
for the remainder of her 3-year tour. 

In 1992, Colonel Riley entered the In-
active Ready Reserve and became a ci-
vilian travel nurse. Showing both her 
love for the military and her home 

State, she returned to New Hampshire 
in 2000 and joined the U.S. Air Force 
Reserves in Westover, MA, and then 
the NH Air National Guard in 2003. She 
subsequently volunteered for a tour 
abroad and deployed to Qatar in sup-
port of both Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. She 
held appointments in the Medical 
Group as officer in charge of staff de-
velopment, assistant chief nurse, and 
the chief of education and training. 
Colonel Riley was employed by the 
New Hampshire Army National Guard 
as a case manager and was active on 
State and national committees. She 
became a voice for National Guard 
members and New Hampshire veterans 
and was a key member of New Hamp-
shire’s State Veteran’s Advisory Com-
mittee, the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America, and the national and 
State chapters of the National Guard 
Association. She served in key leader-
ship positions on the New Hampshire 
Legislative Commission on Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder, PTSD and Trau-
matic Brain Injury, TBI. 

In October 2013, Steph was diagnosed 
with early stage breast cancer, and in 
what may have been her most heroic 
effort, she channeled her energy into a 
personal and sustained effort to pro-
mote health screenings and cancer 
awareness. She posted openly on social 
media and spoke courageously about 
her decision to undergo a preemptive 
double mastectomy. She sparked a 
team, ‘‘Steph Strong,’’ that helped 
raise several thousand dollars for Con-
cord Hospital. Her important message 
for all was to take preventative health 
screening seriously. 

From her extensive military service, 
to her work as a civilian nurse, Steph-
anie devoted her life to serving oth-
ers—a commitment that endured even 
while battling her own illness. She was 
taken from us far too soon but her leg-
acy of compassion and her inspiring 
dedication to caring for her fellow citi-
zens will live on through all those 
whose lives she touched. 

Steph leaves behind the love of her 
life, her husband Shawn Riley, a dep-
uty fire chief with the Laconia Fire De-
partment, and their son Shane, age 13, 
and daughter Sammie Riley, age 9. We 
are all deeply saddened by the loss of 
our friend Lt. Col. Stephanie Riley, an 
extraordinary woman and proud New 
Hampshire daughter who served our 
State and Nation with honor, courage, 
and dedication. She represented the 
very best of our State, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in sending Shawn 
and his family our deepest condolences 
and our gratitude for Steph’s life and 
for her work.∑ 
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CONGRATULATING DICK GAMMICK 
∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish 
to congratulate Washoe County dis-
trict attorney Dick Gammick, of Reno, 
on his retirement. After decades of 
service to the people of Washoe Coun-
ty, District Attorney Gammick retired 

from public service on January 3, 2015. 
It gives me great pleasure to congratu-
late him, not only as a colleague, but 
also as a friend, on his retirement after 
his years of hard work and dedication 
to the Silver State. 

District Attorney Gammick stands 
as a shining example of someone who 
has devoted their life to the better-
ment of their community. A devoted 
husband and proud father, District At-
torney Gammick’s career in public 
service began in 1973 when he became a 
Reno Police Officer while attending the 
University of Nevada, Reno. After 
earning a degree in business adminis-
tration, he went on to graduate from 
the McGeorge School of Law in Sac-
ramento, CA, in 1982. District Attorney 
Gammick served as chief deputy dis-
trict attorney for Washoe County for 10 
years before serving as deputy Reno 
city attorney. Aside from dedicating 
his career to Washoe County, he has 
devoted much of his time and efforts to 
the betterment of his community 
through his roles as a board member of 
the Boys and Girls Club of Truckee 
Meadows, a member of the Prospector’s 
Club, and former president of the Reno 
Rotary Club. 

In 1994, he was elected Washoe Coun-
ty District Attorney, a post he served 
in for 20 years. District Attorney 
Gammick’s accomplishments, such as 
the opening of a sexual assault center 
for women and children, as well as the 
implementation of preventive pro-
grams to keep young people out of pris-
on, have made Washoe County a 
stronger and safer community. A dedi-
cated prosecutor and advocate of jus-
tice, District Attorney Gammick was 
recognized by his peers as the recipient 
of the 2013 William J. Raggio Award, as 
he has committed his career to the ad-
ministration of justice throughout 
Washoe County. 

His service to the Reno community 
extends far beyond the many positions 
he has held in the Silver State over the 
years. District Attorney Gammick also 
served his country and is a decorated 
veteran from his time serving as a cap-
tain in the U.S. Army and a major in 
the Nevada Army National Guard. I ex-
tend my deepest gratitude to District 
Attorney Gammick for his courageous 
contributions to the United States of 
America and to freedom-loving nations 
around the world. His service to his 
country and his bravery and dedication 
earn him a place among the out-
standing men and women who have val-
iantly defended our Nation. As a mem-
ber of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, I recognize that Congress 
has a responsibility not only to honor 
these brave individuals who serve 
America, but also to ensure they are 
cared for when they return home. I re-
main committed to upholding this 
promise for our veterans and service-
members in Nevada and throughout the 
Nation. 

I am grateful for his dedication and 
commitment to the people of Washoe 
County and to the State of Nevada. He 
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